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Times for the Day 
Morning The gates will be opened at 8.38am each morning so that lessons can begin 

promptly at 8.45am. Collective Worship/assembly starts at 8.55am. Children 
who are late will join the other children in the hall. 

Afternoon  The gates will be opened at 3.10pm ready for dismissal from classroom doors at 
3.15pm. 

REMINDERS FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING  2nd February 2026 
Day During the School Day After School 

Monday Monday P.E. Years 1 & 2 
Netball Club – KS 2 Lunchtime 
Guitar lessons 

NW Active Club Years 1, 2 & 3  
 

Tuesday P.E. Reception, Year 5  
Mindfulness – KS1 Lunchtime 
Rock Steady 
Violin lesson 
School Photographs 

Noveau Dance  

Wednesday P.E. Years 3 & 4 
 

Dodgeball Evolution Club Years 3 & 4 
 

Thursday P.E. Years 1, 3 & 6 
 

Dodgeball  Evolution Club Years 5 & 6 
 

Friday P.E. Years 2, 4, 5 & 6 Lego Club – All years 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 

16th Feb – 20th Feb Spring Half Term 

27th March Break up for Easter 

30th Mar – 10th April Easter Holiday 

25th May – 29th May Summer Half Term 

16th July  Children Break up 

Our assembly theme this half term is: Forgiveness 

                                                                                                                                         

School Photographs 

 
Individual and sibling photo’s will be taken on Tuesday 3rd February. If you have a younger sibling who 
does not attend school you will be able to have sibling photo’s taken from 8.30. Please wait outside the 
external hall door and you will be called in. For siblings in school, photo’s will be taken during the 
school day. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
Please find some provisional dates for this year. These may, due to unforeseen circumstances, 
change and we will inform you if we have any new information to share. However, so that families 

can try to plan, we wanted to give you as much information as we have.  
 

Dates  Venue  Year  

Sp 1  

Tuesday 3rd February  Individual Photos (Tempest) & Sibling groups All classes  

Tuesday 10th February   Chinese/Luna New Year workshops   Years Rec, 1 & 2  

Tuesday 10th February Parent Consultation 3.30 – 6.00 All classes 

Thursday 12th February Parent Consultations 3.30 – 6.00 All classes 

Thursday 12th February  Tamworth Castle Visit  Year 1  

Monday 23rd February Staff Training Day – School closed  

Tuesday 24th February  Height & Weight Check  
Health Survey  

Reception and Year 6  
Year 6  

Friday 27th February Young Voices Concert - rescheduled Years 4, 5 & 6 

Sp 2  

Friday 27th March   Easter Service   Whole School led by Year 4. 
Year 4 parents invited.   

Tuesday 28th April  Open Centre Derby  Years 1 and 4 

Su 1  

Tuesday 19th May  Class Photos (Tempest)  All classes  

Su 2  

Monday 1st June – Wednesday 3rd 
June   

Residential Visit to Whitemoor Lakes   Years 5 and 6  

Friday 12th June  Belgrade Theatre – The Enormous Crocodile  Reception  
Week beg 13th July   Summer Show   Years 5 and 6   

Friday 17th July Staff Training day – School closed.  

 

School Vision 
 

At Shustoke, all are encouraged to flourish and let their light shine. Passionate staff guide and support 
children to become compassionate, respectful, forgiving and confident individuals equipped to persevere 
when faced with challenges and to serve their community as Jesus taught us. Like a tree planted by streams 
of water, Children grow strong in wisdom. They explore talents, interests, and spirituality through 
opportunities to live life in all its fullness. Through our shared values, loving relationships are nurtured, and 
doors are opened to a future filled with hope, joy, and peace. Together, we all thrive. 
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Collective Worship 

Reverend Mark led collective worship and talked to us about  a special day in the Christian calendar called 
Candlemas. The day also has another name - The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple - and this gives a clue 
as to the event that Christians remember at this time. On this feast day, Christians read in the Bible about 
something that happened to Jesus as a young baby when his parents took him to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
The events are described in St Luke's Gospel. 
  
At the time of Jesus’ birth it was the custom to take the first boy born into a family to the Temple in 
Jerusalem, where the families would say thank you to God for the birth of the baby and offer the child to 
God. 
 
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple. There they met a very old man called Simeon. 
Simeon was a good man and he seemed to be waiting for the baby Jesus, even expecting him. 
He took Jesus very gently into his arms and said that Jesus was going to be a very special person. He was 
going to be like a bright light shining in the world. Then he blessed the baby and gave him back to his mother 
and father. 
 
Mary and Joseph were amazed by what Simeon had said and wondered what the wise old man's words 
could mean. 
 
Reverend Mark then lit the candle and we dimmed the lights in the room. He asked us to quietly observe the 
candle’s light. He explained how light can represent hope and goodness, and how even a small light can 
make a difference when there is darkness. Some Christians light candles at Candlemas to help them 
remember Simeon's words about Jesus. Christians describe Jesus as 'the light of the world'. They try to 
follow the example of Jesus and live their lives as lights shining in the world. 
   
Lighten our darkness, 
Lord we pray; 
And in your mercy defend us 
From all perils and dangers of this night; 
For the love of your only Son, 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Year 1 News 

  

Year One invited Reverend Mark to talk to the children about parables.  He explained that these are a source 
of guidance for some Christians.  He then told us the parable of the Seeds. (Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8),  
 
A farmer scatters seeds on four types of ground: path, rocky, thorny, and good soil, representing different 
human responses to God's word (the seed), with only the good soil producing a fruitful crop, symbolizing 
faith taking root and flourishing. It's a story about spiritual growth, varying receptiveness to the Gospel, and 
the importance of understanding and acting upon God's message. 
 

 
 

 

 

School Debt 

School currently has a significant level of debt, at £3126.08. Outstanding dinner money alone for 

this year contributes £1128.53 to this debt.  

As you know, we are a small school, and it is difficult for us to continue to carry this level of 

debt, with all of the other expenses and rising costs that we are having to sustain. 

Please could any outstanding payments to School be settled as soon as possible so that we can 

ensure we can then pay all of our outstanding payments. 

We will need to send letters to those who still have outstanding debt, which will then be escalated 

should they not be settled. 

Should you have difficulty with paying any of your outstanding amounts, please contact School 

and we can look to arrange a payment plan. 

Thank you. 
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Year 3 News 

 
This week, Year 3 have been exploring different ways to strengthen and join materials for their DT project, A 
Magnetic Mystery. The children have been investigating how tabs, folds, and a range of joins can make their 
structures more secure and effective. They also explored nets and learned why these are so important when 
designing and building their magnetic products. 
 

   
 

   
 

   



April   

 

Living life in all its fullness ~ John 10:10 

 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER:     Autumn 1: Week ending 30th January 2026 

"Mistakes are always forgivable, if one has the courage to admit them." – Bruce Lee 

 

Compassion 

Hope 

Wisdom 

Perseverance 

Respect 

Forgiveness 

Open the Book 
 

Open the Book shared the story of Joseph the Ruler. 
 
Joseph had been through many difficult times. His brothers had been unkind to him, and he had even been 
put in prison in Egypt. But God was with Joseph and helped him—always. 
 
One day, Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had strange dreams that no one could understand. Joseph was asked to 
explain them. With God’s help, Joseph told Pharaoh that the dreams meant there would be seven years of 
plenty (lots of food) and then seven years of famine (no food). 
 
Pharaoh was so impressed that he made Joseph the ruler of Egypt, second only to the king! Joseph was in 
charge of gathering food during the good years and saving it for the hard years. 
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Attendance Matters 

 

Well done Year 1 =  99.1%, Year 2 = 99.3% and Year 3 = 97.1% and  

Year 4 = 99.1%attendance. Excellent attendance this week from these four classes. 

 

The Government target for attendance is 97%. 

 

School attendance is very important. Please could we ask you not to book a holiday during term time. If 

there is an exceptional circumstance and you have completed a Leave of Absence request form, Miss 

Wall will consider your request.  

 

Holidays in term time will not be granted unless the exceptional circumstance criteria are met.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please send your child in with a warm waterproof coat, hat 

and gloves. 

 

Please can all uniform, coats, shoes, lunch boxes and water 

bottle be clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

 

If it is a rainy day please send your child in wellies 
with a pair of shoes to change into when they get to 

school. Thank you 

 

Parking of cars in the local area 

 
May we respectfully request that cars are parked considerately and that road markings are observed to ensure the 
safety of all of our school community, and residents of Shustoke. The parish car park is available for use at the 
beginning and the end of the school day. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
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School Uniform 
 

We want our pupils to regard their time in school as important and believe that wearing sensible and suitable clothes is a mark 
of respect for themselves and their school. With parental support, we can encourage our pupils to adopt the right attitude to 
learning and to school. Dressing appropriately is part of that process. 
 
Part of our responsibility is to ensure that our children are “Secondary Ready,” and this includes the wider aspects of school life 
as well as the taught curriculum. Secondary schools, and many work places take a very firm approach to compliance with 
uniform rules and codes, and it is important that children follow these. Having chosen Shustoke C of E Primary School, parents 
are ‘signing –up’ to all of our expectations for school uniform – including acceptable hairstyles, jewellery and accessories. 
 
Please clearly label all clothing. Lost property is retained for half a term. Unclaimed property is then disposed of.  
 
The school uniform is: 
Boys 

✓ Royal blue jumper/sweatshirt/cardigan 
✓ Grey trousers (or smart knee length shorts) 
✓ Royal blue polo shirt (with or without logo) 
✓ Black sensible shoes (no sandals or trainers) 
✓ Plain black grey or white socks 
✓ A warm winter coat 
✓ A sun hat 

Girls 
✓ Royal blue jumper/sweatshirt/cardigan 
✓ Grey skirt/pinafore (knee length) 
✓ Grey trousers (no logo, sequins, or patterns) 
✓ Smart knee length shorts in the (Summer only, and not with tights) 
✓ Royal blue polo shirt (with or without logo) 
✓ Blue and white check dresses (Summer) 
✓ Black sensible shoes (no sandals or trainers or heeled shoes) 
✓ Plain black grey or white socks or tights 
✓ A warm winter coat 
✓ A sun hat 

 
Boots may be worn to school in poor weather; however children will be required to change in to shoes once inside the building. 
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Hairstyles  
 
We have noticed that there are a few children with hairstyles that do not comply with the dress code.  

• Boys and girls hairstyles need to be traditional rather than fashion statement hairstyles – no shorter 
than No.2 grade clipping.  

• We do not accept shaven tramlines/patterns/shapes/ shaved partings.  

• Large hair accessories should not be worn (e.g. large flowers/bows/clips/headbands worn in the hair 
and wraps and beading that could get caught in equipment and apparatus).  

• Wide headbands or headscarves, although not part of the general school uniform, are acceptable in 
place of a sun hat as part of sun protection during the Summer Term.   

• Long hair needs to be tied back for PE (boys and girls).  

• Hair colouring is not acceptable.  

 
Jewellery  
 
Safety standards are important in school and jewellery presents a safety hazard. We would prefer 
children not to wear any jewellery whatsoever in school for health and safety reasons. 
 
However, we do permit a watch and one pair of small, plain stud earrings (such as the type used when ears 
are first pierced). These should be removed at home on the days when your child has swimming or P.E. 
lessons.  
Novelty watches including Sports Performance Watches, or fashion earrings cause distraction and are not 
appropriate.  

 
If you do decide to have your child’s ears pierced, may we request that this is done at the beginning of the 
Summer Holidays so that they are sufficiently healed for the earrings to be removed for P.E. and swimming 
at the beginning of the Autumn Term.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: If you wish to contact school with a confidential or sensitive matter, or a 
hometime arrangement please use the Shustokeparents@welearn365.com email address.  
 
The shustokelearning@welearn365.com email address should be used to submit examples of 
work to teachers or for general communication directly with the class teacher. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

The Coleshill Grammar School Trust 
 

To qualify from our individual grant funding applicants must be aged 25 or younger, attend one of 
the schools in the Coleshill Cluster (or have attended The Coleshill School), and be in financial 
need. All applications will be considered on their ‘educational merit’ and impact against the long 
term aspirations and goals. As a charity we are required to carefully consider each application to 
ensure that it meets its objectives, but also to apply the available funds in a way that makes the 
biggest impact. 
 

If you are struggling to pay for uniform or school trips please look on The Coleshill 
Grammar School Trust website and you can apply for a grant. 

 

https://www.coleshillgst.org.uk/individual-applications 
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We are on week 2 
 

All food is cooked fresh on site daily by our Cook Mrs Ross. We now have a Jacket Potato option daily.  
 

Dinners cost £2.75 per day. £13.75 per week 
 

Thursday is Special Dinner Menu. Red + Pork Hot Dog, Green = Pizza,  
Blue = Roast Chicken Bap, Brown = Jacket potato with Cheese 
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School Money 
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