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Pie Corbett’s

Reading Spine

books for the 4-5 age group build on the Nursery selection. They still mainly
use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger emotional connection
with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to wonder about. Many of
them lend themselves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures
featuring the same characters.

Owl Babies

Marsn VMcaidoll [Walear Bocka)

By now childron should be famdiar with tha cormanions of books such
a5 covae, autho, page-sarning, as well 23 torms such 33 word, lotier, ful
stopsicapes lotiors, Stho, story and 5o on. Draw tha dstnction betwoon
the porson wha wroo the and the artist. Thare is plenty for tha
children in disouss, especidly the graded roactions of tha $roo baby
owls. Martn Waddall tks abourt gutting the idea for tho book from
heanng a lost cdhéd n a3 supermarket crying, | want my Momey”. Thisis 2
groat bock shout basic feelings and comfort. Draw, paint or maske huge
owls. Mako o masks and act tha story out a5 it is being told.

@ OwL BABIES

The Gruffalo

Jukw Donlacecn (Mecrien)
E’wgmobmdzbodn Roxd and ro-raxad it ural the story is in the

ikdron's hoart foravee. Ask: Why do the aninals ask the mouse to
come to their houzos? Wy docs the mouse tal the anvms’s xbout tho
Gruffale? How is mouso raaly dovar? Why is the Grufialo ‘bursting with
laugier'? Map the story 1o sco tha pattorn and romll with pi
actions. Use puppatsfingor puppets to rotell 9o tala. Maka a =lo
den/cornee Paint an enormous Grufislo picture.

Handa's Surprise

rb&nw-ﬂ“-r&-nh.

This i= ancther picura book, like Rosio's Wal, in which o pturcs say
mora han ho words. Maka o offort %o buy the frut to show tha dhildren
Dz or paint tha anenads and fruit. Resoll $ha story and act it out, using
a walipaper man Changa ho arimass and frus o invent 2 naw version.
Discauss what wa imow sbout Kenya from the story (Seo the Read &
Respond thes for further doas)
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Mr Gumpy’s Outing
"I“&:-‘,‘- . =
Mr Gumpy's Outing

Burmsnghum [Boorrabary]
Anothar cumulsive Sla that can casiy be usad 10 mako your own
verson. Ask: What happans whon awaryona comes Yor a ride anathar
day'? Usa a roll of sturdy ining paper and draw = long map. Uso this
to draw tha difforont snimaks and wrile what oy sy reida spoaach
mmmhmwyamgmy?m’%cmmm
more serstle? This is a lowaly slory to chat about and pley = Provdo
the toy arimals or puppets and 2 floor map.

Rosie's Walk

Thes i a dover book. Try reading i 1o tha chekdron without lockang =
o picaras. Than show $o and eryoy the shapatick. Ask: is Roso
dever or 5 the fox =87 Pack up on any dosign or pattorm $et inlarosts

Par Hovemixs

ROSIE'S

prepasibons and croxo now journcys with » iarca anmad ! (Soa
Road & Respand St for further idaas.)

“.ﬁ
Six Dinner Sid

e Si.\' Du:.\:.-.»' I Moo (Hodder)
2 would ba worth talong about and the vet bafiorn starting tho story.
Mrmd“uiwhbm.ﬁtwk%hmmd

mubmasrdpbyalﬁmstghlc Why would the cat warx siv
dinnors? Why don't the naighbours tak o cach athar? Discuss £ six
difaront characters and $hon invent naw cnas, Lsing altoratcn, sudh =s:
As Chvo ho wass curious.... Hold protond phona calls batwoan tha vet 2nd
tho ownors shout thor o, and than make up whst ho owners would say
%0 each cther sbout Sid? Askc How ave the peaple o1 Pythagoras Stroot

aiffaroct and why was this botter?
Fwetia Moke. zﬂrs Armitage
4 weren Bisks (Rancker Mowee]
Mnrs ARMITAGE Oh, tha joy of Mrs Armitaga! Mako sure that you bring a real bile o
onn Wheels the clxssroom! Raad and all chant tha siory togethee Dscuss tha

picturcs and words. Drarw 2 huge basic bika and add axra idess Fka
Mrs Armiaga. Rocreato the biko in the dassroom by starting with 2 char
and than add on & the things it 2ro in the story. Fnally, add scund
offacts and perform the starg Ask: Wit migit bo added 1o the roVer
shatas?
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Whatever Next Lt

N Morphy (Macrslen)

Show the insida St paga. Ask: What sort of charcter will the baar
bo? Tha story is an obwous invitation 1o wondar how could wo make
& rockal, where woukd we e and who would wo moat? Such play
could laxd to naw versions of the story [ You and your stones. FWhatover
maxt?). Ask: [Nd Baby Boar resly trevel 1o the moon? Whero did the
story take pheo? (Soo the Read & Respond Stlo for furthor doxs.)

On the Way Home

I Murphy (Macrrden)

Lock carciully &t $he Front covar and aske: What do we think i gong
fappen in the story? Act the story out with childron taking tho déffarent
roles. Asic Why dossn’t Clawre tell the truth? Why doos she cry at the
end? Notica how sadch mini story fts $he basic story mourtsn patiom
~ man charscion, diomm, resohston. With the class croxto your oan
varsions, map, ratall and wnits,

Farmer Duck

Mar s Vewasred’ (dulon: Socns)

This is basicaly Animal Farm for ve-yeer-olds. Compare the insida covr

sproad 2t tha Fonl with o badk - and tha covar - what do $oy thnk =

%ngsofmpcn?ﬂmbokd&ainwﬁopagabmclmﬁaw
animals maoing. Toll tha story of whst the farmar did neaxt. Ask: Wit

did tho animals say? Dhd thoy &l set 1o work? Sat up a farm area for play

Writo messagas to the farmer!

Goodnight Moon
' ) AR Vgt Ao Browe Piwpeclng)
GOOI/N/O,{Z; y  What cthor slonos have a moon o them? [Owd Babves, Whers the Wild
‘ MOO/V Things Avs, Can't You Sloop Littlo Boer?). Mska 2 st of all the things i your
‘. s classroom and say: in the classroom there was 3 dock, chaw, o sand fray
o & computor and ks of tablos. Then sy good night 1o 3l hese things and
' wdend sach dex - prosont this 35 2 §=t poam. For axample: Goodnight clock
thxt ticks. Goodragit char where we can =t. Goodraght zand tray whore wo
play aach day The = 2 gentla and comioriing story for $ end of the day
Lot chidran taks it » turns %0 road or %l 5o story in 2 role-play ares o a
babyy -~ and NOT ju=t tho gris. Lat $hom learm % ba comiortsbio with a bock

at an carly a0




