Pie Corbett’s

Reading Spine

are is my selection of great novels for Year 6 children. Do also look out for Dons

Lessing’s Through the Tuene! (HarperCollins), which is a fabulous and challenging

short story. These books are the reading rites of passage that pave the way for the
great literature that lies ahead. The books are intense reads, meaty books that are crafted
beauSfully. Thay will stay with the reader forever. Thase books are ifechangsrs. Do read
them before shanng with the class as some touch on challenging themes.

Holes

Loom Swche [Bloormbuegl
Imwite tha childnen fo koap & diary for eech of tha ey ewants - and by contras], wr©ila a
latiar homa from the camp. T colkect information about tha main chamsciars and

dizcuss why thay behave as do. Aslc Why did the swthor gree Stanley a pelindromsc
sy Lirmw bwo imalinas o track tha present and past cvenis. In role =5 journalisis,

childnan fo canmy out interaews. 2nd white @ news. ilam for tha start and end of
the book. Ask: Wy is he book caled Holas? Tak $rough all the possibiftios. Discuss
e holes 1 T ifaas”. Than maka 3 comparnison with tha fim (it has 2 PG cerificaia, o
v mighit want o check with perants balora showing it). (See tha Ferd & Respond fle
for further idess )

Clockwork

Fhip Puleme (Ranceoe fooe|

HILIP Balom reading, sk Wit doos the cover suggest tha book will be abowt? Whils reading

LI & il i cless creala a siory mep of e story and show how the main asants and cheraciars

[ —t inl@connacl. Ask: Wiich aw hie Bad charectars? Wiere & pour awdance?
compera Karl and Gred using o kaﬂLmLﬁsh‘.huﬁa‘ueyuﬂmbnd:.‘u

‘Cockhwerk 7 How are our ives ke cochwork ? i wiet do wo 'wind up tho Eeuro fie

clociwon? Fascad tha book and pauss a the places H'ﬂ-nls'hnnnslup-u'u-n

fizk: How dioas Fhip Pullman :mm?ﬁhﬂrxhnqmmm w=a? Hiow

dioas he keep tho reader "= wownd up'?

P
|

The Hobbit

I Tolfamn [FeperColing

With tha dass crefio maps 2nd a Smalng for the advarira. Can thay whils messages

in munic code? Ivita thom o whils lattars 1o Bilboe o porsoesda him o join the: jourmey
Together creale a soi of insTuchors, such as 'How o Trap a Troll'. Aok play tha Trodl
scana in kasson. lrdta tham fo write nddlas for Bilbo fo use 2geinst Gollum or the Dragon.
Provide lima o write Gollm'’s slong asking: How did he gel insicle the mouniain and bow
did ha come by the nng? Together write a poam lising  you would do with a magical
ring. After sach key part of tha siony, intervias 2 chid intha mola of 2 deard 2nd 2=k them
abowr what hexs happaned or cremte and fim naws bullatirs. Chalange chidran 1o draw
or dascriba Smaug, 25 wal as writa 30 "end of e raport’ for Blbo. Asic How fas tha

Jmmnh:ﬂgndhm?“h‘kmthudﬁ'hmpﬂhﬂuhﬂm slony — and tha oy
anchalypical charsciors - then creale your oen ques! in chapiars.




Skellig

o Al [Hecicler]

Togathar in dass disouss Mina's views. onaducation. Aslc Fibo or what s Skeilg?
Fihat ix the book abour? Imata tham o collect koy lines 1o talk about, such 2= ‘tuth
and droams amm‘uw;ﬂtgm:dﬂhd‘. In role as Mina, ancouraga children o
writa bar diang adracs what is happaning. Perform and talk sbout Tyger' by
Wiliam Haka Provide tima o wiila Michaels siory for Miss Clarts in Chapler 33
fskc Why doas Michaa! wand fo call the baby Femaphone? Tall the dass 1o ead
Wi - and wiite a sequal to Skl tha Feed & saros for

iﬂrﬁ 5] 5. [Sea Raspond

Fireweed

Jill Mgz Wlh [Hd ey Bl

This book banefits from backgound knowladge aboul tha bombing of London

in 1940 and the evacustion. Split e class in o with both hehes ing diery

arfrios for fha teo man cheraciors. Hold decussions after sach chaplor as this is
a damanding read. Pauss for think alouds” whens dhildren in rela think aloud shout
thiair thounhis, hopes, mofves, and =0 on. Dieoss with the cless what happers. in
fhia last fwo cheplars. Asic Wiy i the story calleg Fineweed” 7 8lso, reod Dafshin
iCrossing [Fabsr) by tha =me author (abowt Dunkirk).

River Boy

T Blowslinr [Tk Dty Pz |

This is anothar nrysterios. booke and you shoulkd read it befora reading it 1o tha
class. hslc Fibo, or wiet, is tha 'rfl.'nrﬁ"andh:i#cml‘.ubn:nrr tar F Wit
woes Grendna wend? How can Jess ‘be his fands"? When reeding Chaplor 17
discuss tha relationship between the painting and tha river boy and Grandpa.
Discuss tha imporiance of ta ssim and ashc bow doas s help Joss coma io
mﬂﬂaﬁ%?&;haﬂdhmmmwmw
it the end of the dizcuss tho spant of e nver boy was in har alone. Try o
summariza what tha book is about and what it mears 1o tha chidran. Soma of

The Arrival (EEELY

Shaun Tan Hoader,

Bolora raading this in dass find it handy 10 axplain mmigration, aspacial
H'nmigﬂimr?uma:ﬁﬂ& the 1Gth :merI:EIislsh'?dThFhﬂd -l:-a.rnﬁ.iz
and discuss. gach sacion al a ma. Aslc What & happening? As thame am
o worts, T bes to wors bard! Discuss incless how tha story makes you
fieel - and how tha cheraciars. ssam o feel. (Baing in 2 new country, migrants. often
fioel al a loss in tha =ame way that tha reader doas. ) Discuss tha three halpars”.
Irvite the chidran 1o wrila tha letters $et they . figkc What is he slory aboui?
Aro a¥ tho dlustrtions real or i s0meona's magination? A for
WEmhmuwmsmmmFﬁﬁm‘smﬂ
e book or dimry anfres. for charsciors. flso, ead offer Shaun Tan booke, such ==
Tha Lost Thing, e Rad Tree and Rules of Summerwiich malkes a good modal
fior writing. Also, chack out pictura bodks by Armin Gredar, The fslend and The Ciy
iilan & Urnein).



